
ABOUT THIS SURVEY 

Climate Action Network Canada is a non-partisan organization committed to securing 
meaningful action on climate change from every order of government in Canada. We 
administered this survey on behalf of our 110 member organizations across the country. The 
survey was sent to the Bloc Québécois, the Conservative Party of Canada, the Green Party of 
Canada, the Liberal Party of Canada, and the New Democratic Party of Canada. The survey was 
shared with parties over email in mid-August; regular follow-up over email and phone took 
place in the ensuing weeks. All parties responded, with the exception of the Conservative Party 
of Canada. We have reproduced all responses provided here without alteration. We received no 
response to multiple emails and a phone call to the CPC until the day before this release, at 
which point we received the statement included here. We requested responses in both official 
languages; the Bloc Québécois provided responses only in French, the CPC statement was 
provided only in English.  

WHY WE ASKED THESE QUESTIONS 

The next Government of Canada will govern during a critical window of time when Canada and 
the world must choose to turn the tide on runaway climate change or risk the irreversible 
impacts of climate chaos. In light of the recent report from the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), which highlights the need for ambitious action in the next 11 years to 
limit global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius, will your party commit to, if elected: 

• Achieving and strengthening Canada’s current GHG reduction targets under the Paris 
Agreement such that they are in line with the goal of limiting average global warming to 
1.5 degrees Celsius? 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) special report on 1.5 degrees shows 
that global greenhouse (GHG) emissions need to be cut in half by 2030. Canada has made an 
outsized contribution to the problem of climate change, and we are an affluent society with a 
high capacity to act. As such, Canada should not only be making sure we meet our current 
insufficient target under the Paris Agreement, our country should be looking to reduce 
emissions even more. The Paris Agreement has a ratcheting mechanism that allows countries to 
increase ambition over time such that global emissions will allow the ultimate goal of the Paris 
Agreement—limiting average warming to 1.5 degrees C above pre-industrial levels—to be 
achieved. Canada and other countries have until the end of 2020 to increase ambition in its 
Paris commitments. 

• Legislating the strengthened GHG reduction target for 2030, and legislating either an 
interim 2025 target or annual carbon budgets between 2020 and 2030? 

Canadians want our country not just to commit to doing its part to fight climate change, but also 
to deliver on that commitment. After numerous failures with previous agreements, Canada 
needs to meet the current GHG reduction commitment under the Paris Agreement. Like other 
countries around the world—most notably the UK and Germany—Canada must put in place 
transparency and accountability measures used in financial planning: (carbon) budgets, 
independent audits, long- and short-term plans, etc. Legislating our 2030 GHG reduction target, 
as well as interim targets, is one important step in an accountability framework. 



• Using a combination of all available policy tools—regulations, carbon pricing, financial 
support for zero-carbon technologies, government procurement—to reduce Canada’s 
GHGs in all economic sectors – oil and gas, transportation, electricity, heavy industry, 
buildings, agriculture and waste–in line with Canada’s strengthened 2030 target? 

We are in a climate emergency. We cannot afford to not use all the available tools that can 
tackle climate change, given that we have only a decade to cut our emissions in half. And we 
need to address all significant sources of emissions, beginning with the greatest sources and 
the least costly approaches. Some governments have argued that Canada can simply ignore 
some policy tools, like carbon pricing, and make up the GHG reductions by using other tools, 
such as regulation. But we know that politically it will always be difficult to implement any 
policy that is sufficiently robust to achieve what is a big challenge. Canada has a gap that it 
needs to fill to get to its Paris commitments, much less take action that is in line with avoiding 
dangerous levels of climate change. Leaving effective, sensible policies on the table is like 
entering the biggest fight of our lives with one hand tied behind our back. 

• Eliminating all subsidies for the production of fossil fuels, and working with provinces to 
do the same? 

The first rule to get out of a big hole is to stop digging. The solution to climate change is to use 
less and less fossil fuels over time and switch to clean, renewable energy. So encouraging more 
fossil fuel development by giving government handouts to coal, oil, and natural gas companies 
simply makes no sense. It has been 10 years since Canada and its G20 partners committed to 
eliminating inefficient fossil fuel subsidies. And yet, federal and provincial governments have 
added a number of new oil and gas subsidies over the past year. It is time to get serious. The 
next federal government’s 4-year mandate is more than enough time to eliminate federal 
subsidies, and work with provinces to phase out theirs. 

• Using government policies to strengthen and create new careers in the green economy, 
while phasing out the approval of new fossil fuel infrastructure?  

The Canadian oil and gas sector is big enough. Because fossil fuels such as oil, natural gas, and 
coal cause climate change, governments need to stop their expansion and gradually phase out 
their development. That starts with ceasing to approve new development projects, including 
infrastructure such as oil pipelines and liquefied natural gas terminals that will be around and 
abetting carbon emissions for decades. Instead, governments must look to new economic 
opportunities in the clean economy. A better economic path forward will be to cultivate 
opportunities in clean technologies that are already growing quickly, and to fund the training 
and education programs needed to develop the requisite workforce. 


