
 

FEDERAL PARTY SURVEY ON CLIMATE PLATFORMS  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2019 Canadian Federal Election 

The next Government of Canada will govern during a critical window of time when Canada and the 
world must choose to turn the tide on runaway climate change or risk the irreversible impacts of cli-
mate chaos. In light of the recent report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
which highlights the need for ambitious action in the next 11 years to limit global temperature rise to 
1.5 degrees Celsius, will your party commit to, if elected: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  
Achieving and strengthening Canada’s current greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets under the Paris 
Agreement such that they are in line with the goal of limiting average global warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius? 

YES                      NO 

Conservative Party of Canada: NO RESPONSE 

Liberal Party of Canada: YES 

Our government helped to spur global ambition and strengthen resolve by pushing for the 1.5°C ob-
jective into the Paris Agreement in 2015, which has guided our climate policy ever since. The 1.5°C 
limit matters for Canada, which is warming at twice the global average – and at three times the global 
average in the north. The 1.5°C limit is even more essential for poorer countries, which often lack ade-
quate resources to adapt to climate change. That’s why Canada has committed over $2.6 billion to 
support climate action in developing countries, which is double what the previous government com-
mitted. 
  
Under the previous government, Canadians heard a lot about climate targets but saw virtually no ac-
tion to meet them. We took the opposite approach, getting straight to work on actions to cut pollution. 
We negotiated Canada’s first-ever national climate plan, and we’ve been working every day since to 
implement it. 
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In the past four years, that approach has delivered the biggest projected cut to Canada’s emissions 
ever. That’s a big step, but it’s just a first step. We know there’s much more to do. The Paris Agreement 
requires us to increase our ambition over time, and that’s exactly what we’ll do – through legislation, 
regulations, smart policies, and international commitment and leadership. 
  
That’s why a re-elected Liberal government would adopt a net-zero GHG target for Canada for 2050. 
We would immediately appoint an expert advisory panel to recommend pathways to reach the 2050 
target, and we would develop a plan to achieve it drawing on their recommendations, as well as on 
consultations with Canadians in all sectors and regions of the country. This will build off of the Genera-
tion Energy Report, which is a roadmap for Canada’s Clean energy transition over the next 25 years. We 
have also committed to put our net-zero 2050 target into law, and to legislate a series of five-year car-
bon budgets starting in 2025 to attain the 2050 target. The carbon budget trajectory will draw on the 
recommendations of the expert panel and consultations with Canadians. 
  
And to help us get there, a re-elected Liberal government will build on Canada’s climate plan by intro-
ducing a series of new measures to further cut pollution, notably by strengthening existing rules to cut 
emissions from Canada’s biggest polluters, including oil and gas. We will ensure Canada leads and suc-
ceeds in zero-emissions clean tech by cutting corporate taxes in half for businesses developing or 
manufacturing zero emissions technologies.  

We will cut energy waste and energy bills by:  

• Providing free energy audits to homeowners and landowners, and up to $40,000 in interest-
free loans for green renovations; 

• Providing a Net Zero Homes Grant of up to $5,000 to Canadians purchasing newly built energy 
efficient homes; 

• Retrofitting 1.5 million homes to support Canadians in making their homes more energy effi-
cient, and better protecting them from climate-related risks; 

• Investing $100 million in skills training, to ensure there are enough qualified workers to keep 
up with energy audits, retrofits, and net-zero home construction; 

• Making Energy Star certification mandatory for all new home appliances starting in 2022; 

• Moving forward with a competition to create four $100-million long-term funds to help attract 
capital that can be used for deep retrofits of large buildings, such as office towers. 

  
We will make clean, affordable power available in every Canadian community by: 

• Moving forward with new clean electricity generation and transmission systems; 

• Creating a new $5-billion Clean Power Fund that will support electrification projects and the 
transition of northern, remote, and Indigenous communities off reliance on diesel-fueled power 
and onto clean, renewable, reliable industry;  
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We will also continue to make it easier and more affordable for people to use zero-emissions vehicles 
by: 
• Installing up to 5,000 charging stations along the Trans Canada Highway, and in other major 

road networks to cover Canada’s urban, rural, and Northern areas, as well as in apartments and 
condominiums. This will complete the work we started in our first mandate and enable Canadi-
ans to travel coast to coast electrically; 

• Expanding our $5,000 electric vehicle incentive to cover used zero-emissions vehicles; 

• Requiring that new federal investments in public transit are used to support zero-emission bus-
es and rail systems starting in 2023; 

• Creating a new fund to help school boards and municipalities purchase 5,000 zero-emissions 
school and transit buses over the next five years; 

• And exploring measures to support the conversion of business fleets, such as those used by 
taxi and courier companies, and industrial vehicles, like mining trucks. 

Nature is a critical ally in the fight against climate change. That is why we will also set new, ambitious 
targets in protecting more of Canada’s lands and oceans. By 2025, we will protect 25% of our lands 
and 25% of our oceans. And by 2030, we will protect 30% of our lands, and 30% of our oceans. In 
that same vein, we will also move forward with an ambitious plan to plant two billion trees over 10 
years and to invest in other nature-based solutions, which will cut an estimated 30 Mt of emissions. 
  
We know there is more to do, and we will continue to look for opportunities to do more with Canadi-
ans. During our last mandate, we also provided $20 million over four years for an independent expert 
institute on climate change, which will inform future governments about best practices in emission re-
ductions to achieve Canada’s target. The newly created Canadian Centre for Energy Information will 
provide publicly available modelling, forecasting and foresighting of energy data aligned to the Paris 
Agreement. 

Green Party of Canada: YES  

Climate change is at the centre of our entire mission. The Green Party is committed to setting stringent 
new targets for emissions reductions to ensure we meet the Paris Agreement target of no more than 
1.5 degrees Celsius of global average temperature increase.  

New Democratic Party of Canada: YES 

New Democrats have a plan to deal with the climate crisis, make life better for all Canadians, and cre-
ate good jobs in all communities. We are committed to immediately declaring a climate emergency and 
adopting science-based GHG emissions reduction targets for 2030 that are in line with stabilizing the 
global temperature increase at 1.5 degrees Celsius.  
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Bloc Québécois: OUI  

Le Parlement devrait adopter une loi pour fixer des objectifs de réduction des GES qui soient con-
formes aux objectifs de Paris, contraindre le gouvernement à prendre les mesures nécessaires pour les 
atteindre, contenir un mécanisme de reddition de compte et inclure une clause exigeant du gou-
vernement qu’il tienne compte des impacts sur les changements climatiques de toutes ses actions, in-
cluant les subventions et contributions.  

La loi devrait inclure une clause de révision obligatoire aux quatre ans, faisant en sorte que les cibles 
de réduction puissent être augmentées, en vue de tendre vers l’objectif plus ambitieux de 1,5 degré 
émis dans l’Accord de Paris.  

Ceci dit, fixer une cible de réduction ne sert à rien en soi. Le Canada avait fixé une cible dans le cadre 
de l’accord de Kyoto mais n’a rien fait pour l’atteindre. La même chose se produit actuellement avec 
l’accord de Paris, où le Canada s’éloigne sans cesse davantage de sa cible. C’est pourquoi, en plus de 
fixer des cibles plus ambitieuses, nous proposerons un chapelet d’actions immédiates et extrêmement 
vigoureuses ayant pour effet de les atteindre.  

En particulier, nous proposerons de réformer complètement la taxe carbone :  

Premièrement, nous proposerons de la hausser graduellement pour qu’elle atteigne le seuil lui perme-
ttant d’atteindre les objectifs de Paris. Le Directeur parlementaire du budget avait estimé ce seuil à 
106$ la tonne.  

Deuxièmement, nous proposerons de changer ses paramètres d’application. Dans sa forme actuelle, la 
taxe fédérale s’applique dans les provinces que le gouvernement fédéral détermine arbitrairement, 
après avoir porté un jugement sur les mesures que la province prend pour lutter contre les dérègle-
ments climatiques. Ainsi, elle permettrait au gouvernement fédéral de rendre inopérant le plan québé-
cois de lutte aux changements climatiques d’un simple trait de plume, ce que nous ne saurions ac-
cepter, sans compter qu’elle fait actuellement l’objet d’une contestation judiciaire qui cause une incer-
titude juridique qui diminue son efficacité.  

Nous proposerons plutôt un critère objectif, par lequel la taxe s’appliquerait là où les émissions par 
habitant sont supérieures à la moyenne canadienne, ce nous apparaît à la fois plus efficace et plus re-
spectueux et moins incertain sur le plan constitutionnel.  

Troisièmement, pour l’essentiel, le fruit de la taxe est actuellement remis à ceux et celles qui l’ont 
payée, ce qui diminue considérablement son effet sur l’environnement. Le principe du pollueur- 
payeur demande plutôt que le pollueur paie et que le bon élève empoche. En application de ce prin-
cipe, nous proposerons que la taxe perçue dans les provinces pollueuses soit remise aux bons élèves, 
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en fonction de leur niveau d’émission par habitant (en remplacement partiel des paiements de 
péréquation).  

Le résultera sera importante réforme fiscale qui revampera la taxe carbone, déplacera une partie de 
l’impôt sur le revenu vers la fiscalité verte et reverra la formule de péréquation pour y inclure des inci-
tations à lutter beaucoup plus activement contre les changements climatiques.  
En taxant ainsi les pollueurs pour rétribuer les bons élèves dans une sorte de marché d’échange de 
nature fiscale, nous espérons créer un incitatif extrêmement puissant vers la transition énergétique et 
l’innovation verte. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Legislating the strengthened GHG reduction target for 2030, and legislating either an interim 2025 
target or annual carbon budgets between 2020 and 2030? 

YES                      NO 

Conservative Party of Canada: NO RESPONSE 

Liberal Party of Canada: YES 

As noted in question 1, we are committing to legislate net-zero by 2050, including legislating 5-year 
milestones starting in 2025. We are committed to exceeding our existing 2030 target and will set more 
ambitious targets, including for 2030, as is required under the Paris Agreement.  This new target will be 
informed by the work of an expert panel, that will advise us on the pathways to net-zero by 2050, and 
through consultations with Canadians. 

As we move forward with developing net-zero legislation, we will carefully consider how we ensure 
that we are growing our economy today in a manner that is consistent with achieving a net-zero future. 
Further, by legislating net-zero and five-year milestones, we will provide important transparency for 
businesses so that they can plan long-life assets to be consistent with national climate goals and our 
international climate action commitments. 
  
Our government is a strong supporter of transparency about emission reductions and pathways. The 
proposed actions noted above build on our track-record in this area. We were one of the first govern-
ments in the world to complete a long-term low-carbon development strategy under the Paris Agree-
ment. As mentioned above, we also provided $20 million over four years for an independent expert 
institute on climate change, which will inform future governments about best practices in emission re-
ductions to achieve Canada’s target. 
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Green Party of Canada: YES  

A Green government will pass into law a Climate Change Act requiring a 60 per cent cut in climate-
changing emissions below 2005 levels by 2030, reaching net zero in 2050. Interim targets would be 
set at five-year intervals beginning with 2025.  

We support the development of accountability measures to ensure that Parliament remains on track to 
meet these targets.  

New Democratic Party of Canada: YES 

New Democrats will set interim emissions reduction targets leading up to 2030 and 2050, as well as 
establish an independent Climate Accountability Office to regularly audit Canada’s progress towards 
our climate goals, with a budget to share information about the importance of climate action with 
Canadians.  

Bloc Québécois: OUI 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Using a combination of all available policy tools—regulations, carbon pricing, financial support for 
zero-carbon technologies, government procurement—to reduce Canada’s GHGs in all economic sectors 
– oil and gas, transportation, electricity, heavy industry, buildings, agriculture and waste–in line with 
Canada’s strengthened 2030 target? 

YES                      NO 

Conservative Party of Canada: NO RESPONSE 

Liberal Party of Canada: YES 

Our climate plan already does this today, and we will continue to adopt ambitious and effective poli-
cies and to be transparent about how we’re reducing emissions. 
  
Our national climate plan contains over 50 measures to cut pollution from all sectors of Canada’s 
economy, as well as policies to adapt to the impacts of climate change, support clean growth and cre-
ate jobs. 
  
For example, in the transportation sector, we: 
• Made it easier and more affordable for people and businesses to use zero-emission vehicles; 
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• Committed to implementing a Clean Fuel Standard, which requires the fuels Canadians use to 
get cleaner each year, reducing emissions in 2030 as much as taking 7 million cars off the road; 

• Requiring GHG emission reductions from light and heavy duty vehicles, and working with Cali-
fornia to maintain an ambitious approach to those regulations. 

  
For buildings, we supported energy efficiency and the strengthening of building codes, including the 
development of a net-zero ready building code. Budget 2019 invested over $1 billion in municipal en-
ergy efficiency initiatives, including support for property-assessed clean energy programs where ap-
plicable. 
  
And in oil and gas, we brought in some of the strongest federal methane regulations in the world which 
will cut these emissions by almost half. We also brought forward better rules for major projects, and we 
ensured it was no longer free to pollute across Canada – which supports cleaner choices in all sectors.  

A re-elected Liberal government will build on this foundation.  

We will ensure Canada leads and succeeds in zero-emissions clean tech by cutting corporate taxes in 
half for businesses developing clean technologies or manufacturing products that have zero emissions. 
  
Eligible sectors could include: 
• Manufacturing related to renewable energy (e.g. wind, solar, geothermal systems, biomass, ma-

rine, hydrogen fuel cells) 
• Production of renewable fuels (biofuels, hydrogen, biogas, fuels from carbon capture and use 

technologies) 
• Zero emission vehicles 
• Carbon sequestration and removal technology 
• Batteries for use in zero emission vehicles and grid storage 
• Electric vehicle charging systems. 

We will also strengthen existing rules to cut emissions from Canada’s biggest polluters, including oil 
and gas. 

We will also continue to make it easier and more affordable for people to use zero-emissions vehicles 
by: 
• Moving forward in partnership with industry and communities to install up to 5,000 charging 

stations along the Trans Canada Highway and other major road networks, and in Canada’s urban 
and rural areas. Northern communities, and apartments and condominiums will be included 
too; 

• We will also expand our $5,000 electric vehicle incentive to Canadians purchasing used zero-
emissions vehicles; 
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• We will require new federal investments in public transit are used to support zero-emission 
buses and rail systems starting in 2023, and we will work with municipalities to address any 
exceptional circumstances; 

• We will create a new fund to help school boards and municipalities purchase 5,000 zero-emis-
sions school and transit buses over the next five years; 

• And we will explore measures to support the conversion of business fleets, such as those used 
by taxi and courier companies, and industrial vehicles, like mining trucks. 

We will cut energy waste from buildings and energy bills by:  
• Providing free energy audits to homeowners and landowners, and up to $40,000 in interest-

free loans for green renovations; 
• Providing a Net Zero Homes Grant of up to $5,000 to Canadians purchasing newly built energy 

efficient homes; 
• Retrofitting 1.5 million homes to support Canadians in making their homes more energy effi-

cient, and better protecting them from climate-related risks; 
• Investing $100 million in skills training, to ensure there are enough qualified workers to keep 

up with energy audits, retrofits, and net-zero home construction; 
• Making Energy Star certification mandatory for all new home appliances starting in 2022; 
• Moving forward with a competition to create four $100-million long-term funds to help attract 

capital that can be used for deep retrofits of large buildings, such as office towers. 
  
Our government is a strong supporter of transparency about emission reductions and pathways. We 
were one of the first governments in the world to complete a long-term low-carbon development 
strategy under the Paris Agreement. 

We assess our emissions performance, and the impact of our climate plan, in detailed technical and 
policy reports each year. Canadians can see the plan, those reports, and details about the policies on-
line. 
  
The renewed Canadian Agricultural Partnership program allocates $690 million to support the innova-
tive and sustainable growth of the agricultural sector, with an emphasis on the environment and clean 
growth.  
  
The new Office of Greening Government Operations has set 2030 and 2050 targets to reduce emis-
sions, and will power federal operations with 100% renewable electricity by 2025. As noted below, 
new federal procurement policies allow government departments to be “first customers” for Canadian 
clean tech innovation. 
  
If re-elected, our government will also require federal buildings to be powered completely by clean 
electricity by 2022, accelerating, by three years, our previous commitment to hit this goal by 2025. To 
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support growth in the clean energy sector, where possible, we will work to source that power from new 
clean energy products. 
  
We assess our emissions performance, and the impact of our climate plan, in detailed technical and 
policy reports each year. Canadians can see the plan, those reports, and details about the policies on-
line. 

Green Party of Canada: YES  

Our 2019 Platform, available online , provides specifics on our comprehensive climate policies and 
transition plan for a sustainable economy.  
The Green Party is committed to the following policies:  
•  Maintaining a broad-based, revenue neutral carbon fee on all sources of carbon dioxide  

pollution, the revenues from which will be returned to Canadians as a dividend  
•  Implementing a massive energy efficiency retrofit of residential, commercial, and  

institutional buildings, supported by financing for renewable energy technologies and  
reforms to the national building code  

• Cancelling the Trans Mountain pipeline, and refusing any new permits for pipelines,  
coal, and oil and gas projects  

•   Implementing a major renewable energy strategy to achieve 100 percent renewable energy by 
2030.  

•  Developing a national transportation strategy with a goal of reaching zero-carbon public 
ground transportation by 2040  

•  Supporting farmers in transitioning away from industrialized agriculture, including investments 
in small-scale local and regenerative farming  

New Democratic Party of Canada: YES 

A New Democrat government will maintain carbon pricing with household rebates, while making the 
system fairer and rolling back the breaks for big polluters that the Liberals have allowed, and increas-
ing the ambition of methane reductions targets and monitoring after 2025. We will make the federal 
government a leader on energy efficiency, clean technology, and renewable energy use by moving the 
federal vehicle fleet to electric by 2025, making federal buildings net carbon neutral by 2030, and 
procuring from Canadian clean technology companies as much as possible.  

In the energy sector, we will set a target to power Canada with net carbon-free electricity by 2030, and 
move to 100% non-emitting electricity by 2050, spurring this shift with investments from a new 
Canadian Climate Bank. New Democrats will also support investments in innovative community- 
owned and operated clean energy projects.  
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In the transportation sector, New Democrats will expand public transit options with a focus on scaling 
up low carbon transit projects like zero-emissions buses and electric trains. Working with municipali-
ties, we will provide low-cost financing to local governments in support of the electrification of transit 
and other municipal fleets by 2030.  

Our vision includes Canadian auto manufacturers producing more ZEVs in Canada, safeguarding good 
jobs and strengthening our auto sector. To make it easier for families to afford a ZEV right away, a New 
Democrat government will provide a $5,000 federal purchase incentive, with an additional break waiv-
ing the federal sales tax for working families on ZEV purchases. Over the next few years these incen-
tives will grow in value to $15,000 and be targeted to made-in-Canada vehicles.  

In order to track our progress, we’ll implement a pan-Canadian ZEV target of 100% of new automotive 
sales by 2040. We will also make commercial fleets and truck freight transportation cleaner, through 
the development of new technology and by expanding the use of zero-emissions trucks, made in 
Canada wherever possible.  

A New Democrat government would begin by working in partnership with the provinces and territories 
to fund energy efficient retrofits on social housing units and government buildings, expanding out-
wards from there. We’ll improve the National Building Code to ensure that by 2030 every new building 
built in Canada is net-zero energy ready. Energy efficiency and sustainable building practices will be at 
the core of our national housing strategy, leveraging the power of federal investments to create good 
jobs all across the country delivering the affordable housing Canadians need.  

We will set a target of retrofitting all housing stock in Canada by 2050, with half of these retrofits com-
pleted by 2030. Homeowners would be able to access low-interest loans repayable through energy 
savings to cover upgrades like insulation, windows, heat pumps, and other renewable technologies.  

Provinces, municipalities and local governments will be able to access low-cost financing for energy 
efficient retrofits in public buildings such as libraries, schools, and community centres. Our plan would 
also provide specialized supports for low-income Canadians, and Indigenous remote communities to 
ensure that everyone can benefit from healthy, more energy-efficient homes and buildings.  
  
Bloc Québécois: OUI 

Nous souhaitons rendre permanent le soutien fédéral à l’achat de véhicules électriques ou hybrides 
rechargeables et le bonifier pour les personnes n’ayant pas des revenus élevés et celles qui enverront 
à la casse un véhicule particulièrement polluant. De plus, nous souhaitons y ajouter un volet pour les 
flottes commerciales et institutionnelles et contraindre le gouvernement fédéral à choisir systéma-
tiquement des véhicules à émissions faibles ou nulles lorsqu’il remplace sa flotte.  

Sur le plan normatif, l’approche qui nous apparaît la plus opportune est de s’arrimer avec la  
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Californie, leader en Amérique du Nord. Une telle harmonisation nous semble la plus susceptible d’as-
surer une bonne disponibilité en véhicules à prix raisonnables. Face aux atermoiements d’Ottawa, 
nous estimons que le Québec a tous les pouvoirs pour agir d’une manière exclusive si nécessaire, 
comme la Californie l’a fait malgré le laxisme de l’administration Trump aux États- Unis.  

Pour les bâtiments résidentiels, nous souhaitons nous inspirer du défunt programme Éco Energie, aboli 
par les conservateurs de Stephen Harper et jamais remis en place par les libéraux de Justin Trudeau.  
Nous souhaitons y ajouter un nouveau volet pour les bâtiments commerciaux ou agricoles sous forme 
de soutien fiscal, qui couvrirait à la fois les rénovations écoénergétiques et la transformation des sys-
tèmes de chauffage.  

Nous sommes favorables au principe d’un moratoire d’exploration et d’exploitation pétrolières et gaz-
ières dans le Golfe. Or, une action unilatérale d’Ottawa risque de provoquer un bras de fer constitu-
tionnel contreproductif à tous égards, y compris pour la protection de ce joyau qu’est le Saint-Laurent. 
Ce moratoire devrait faire l’objet d’une entente entre le gouvernement fédéral et les provinces con-
cernées.  

Mais ce sont les sables bitumineux qui sont les principaux responsables de la hausse des GES. Sous la 
gouverne de Justin Trudeau, leur production a augmenté d’un énorme 25%. Une telle augmentation 
débridée est complètement irresponsable.  

Le gouvernement fédéral n’a pas le pouvoir de limiter l’extraction de bitume mais c’est lui qui autorise 
les infrastructures permettant de le transporter hors de la province. Nous reviendrons à la charge avec 
un projet de loi ayant pour effet d’empêcher Ottawa d’autoriser des projets qui ne respectent pas les 
lois provinciales et les règlements municipaux en matière d’environnement et d’aménagement du ter-
ritoire. En assujétissant clairement les pipelines interprovinciaux aux lois provinciales, le projet de loi 
aurait pour effet de donner à la Colombie-Britannique le pouvoir de dire non à Transmountain et au 
Québec celui de dire non à Énergie Est. Faire respecter les pouvoirs du Québec et protéger l’environ-
nement sont deux objectifs qui vont de pair.  
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Eliminating all subsidies for the production of fossil fuels, and working with provinces to do the same? 

YES                      NO 

Conservative Party of Canada: NO RESPONSE 

Liberal Party of Canada: YES 

Our government is committed to phasing out inefficient subsidies by 2025, and is on track to do so. 
  
In 2009, Canada and other G20 countries committed to phase out and rationalize inefficient fossil fuel 
subsidies. In 2016, along with the United States and Mexico, Canada went one step further and com-
mitted to rationalize inefficient fossil fuel subsidies by 2025. 

The G20 commitment applies to federal measures, and our efforts to phase out inefficient fossil fuel 
subsidies are focused at the federal level. However, our government has worked hard to convene prov-
inces and territories to push for climate action, convening two First Ministers Meetings on climate 
change and negotiating the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change with our 
provincial and territorial counterparts. 
  
Inefficient fossil fuel subsidies can be provided through the tax system or through federal programs. 
  
To date, Canada has eliminated eight out of 9 tax preferences for the fossil fuel sector. 
  
Environment and Climate Change Canada has published a definition of fossil fuel subsidies and a 
framework for assessing whether they are inefficient -- a first in the G20. 
  
The department also conducted a preliminary review that looked at 36 measures across federal de-
partments, regional development agencies and arm’s-length organizations. That review found four non-
tax fossil fuel subsidies. They include support for electricity prices in Indigenous communities, electric 
and alternative fuel vehicle infrastructure, and oil and gas clean technology research. The draft as-
sessment framework used in the review did not find any of those four to be inefficient. 
  
Canada will continue to review measures that could be considered inefficient fossil fuel subsidies with 
a view to reforming them as necessary. 
  
As part of that work, Canada and Argentina recently committed to undergo peer reviews of inefficient 
fossil fuel subsidies under the G20 process. Peer reviews of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies can in-
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crease transparency, encourage international dialogue, and help develop best practices while moving 
toward a low carbon economy. 
  
During the peer review process, Canada will develop a self-review report, which will include a list of 
federal fossil fuel subsidies, including the description of the subsidies, estimated annual costs, analy-
sis of the subsidies and any potential plans to reform subsidies. This report will be made public once 
the peer review is finalized. 

Green Party of Canada: YES  

The fossil fuel industry has benefited from tens of billions of dollars in public subsidies over the past 
50 years. A Green government will phase out those subsidies and invest the money in green economic 
sectors. We will eliminate all fossil fuel subsidies, including payments and tax write-offs, valued at 
several billion dollars annually. These include the accelerated capital cost allowance on liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) and tax write-offs for oil and gas wells, coal mining exploration and development, flow-
through share deductions for coal, oil and gas projects, and oil and gas properties. We will work with 

provinces to do the same.  

New Democratic Party of Canada: YES 

New Democrats believe that public funds are best spent supporting the transition to renewable ener-
gy, rather than on profitable oil and gas companies. We will fulfill Canada’s G-20 commitment to elimi-
nate these fossil fuel subsidies and redirect these funds to low carbon initiatives. We’ll also reform Ex-
port Development Canada’s mandate to focus on providing support for Canadian sustainable energy 
projects, rather than the petroleum industry.  

Bloc Québécois: OUI 

Le Canada a promis de cesser les subventions aux énergies fossiles il y a déjà dix ans devant le G8. 
C’est l’heure de le faire pour vrai.  
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Using government policies to strengthen and create new careers in the green economy, while phasing 
out the approval of new fossil fuel infrastructure? 

YES                      NO 

Conservative Party of Canada: NO RESPONSE 

Liberal Party of Canada: UNCLEAR 

A re-elected Liberal government would introduce a Just Transition Act to provide affected workers and 
communities access training, support and new opportunities to adapt and succeed to the transition to 
a clean economy. 
  
Just Transition is an essential part of our climate plan, and we will build on the task force’s excellent 
work in the years ahead. 
  
Our government is committed to phasing out traditional coal by 2030--32 years earlier than the Harper 
Conservatives would have done--which is the right choice for our health and the environment. But we 
can’t leave workers and communities behind in the process. It’s not the right thing to do, and it under-
mines lasting environmental progress. The Just Transition Task Force heard from coal workers and 
communities across Canada to arrive at their recommendations, and we’ve already started responding 
to their advice: 

• In Budget 2018, we invested $35 million in transition centres to help coal workers find new op-
portunities and support skills development; 

• In Budget 2019, we allocated $150 million to support new infrastructure development in coal 
communities. That budget also named a lead minister for just transition who is tasked with con-
tinuing to advance the task force’s recommendations. 

  
Supporting a just transition for coal workers, in response to our government’s phase out of coal, is a 
crucial first step. In the process, we’re learning important lessons and adopting approaches that can 
apply to other workers as we make a transition to clean growth. 
  
We are committed to continuing that work and to always putting people at the centre of our fight 
against climate change. 

Our government has made clean technology a priority at home and abroad, with new funding for clean 
innovation and a Clean Technology Hub to help entrepreneurs navigate the federal opportunities 
available to them. We have adopted a new procurement policy that positions federal departments as a 
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“first customer” for Canadian clean tech innovation. And we’ve worked to highlight clean tech in trade 
negotiations, giving Canadian clean tech companies better access to international markets. 
  
A re-elected Liberal government would build on this foundation by cutting the corporate tax rate in 
half for companies that develop and manufacture zero-emission technologies. 
  
Eligible sectors could include: 

• Manufacturing related to renewable energy (e.g. wind, solar, geothermal systems, biomass, ma-
rine, hydrogen fuel cells) 

• Production of renewable fuels (biofuels, hydrogen, biogas, fuels from carbon capture and use 
technologies) 

• Zero emission vehicles 

• Carbon sequestration and removal technology 

• Batteries for use in zero emission vehicles and grid storage 

• Electric vehicle charging systems. 
  
In addition, as previously noted, a re-elected Liberal government will invest $100 million in skills train-
ing for the retrofit and net-zero building sector. We will invest $5 billion in Clean Power, which will spur 
jobs and investment across the country, including in remote and Indigenous communities.  And we will 
invest in supporting the electrification of transport – through investments in zero emissions in-
frastructure and the conversion of school and transit buses. In addition, we will support the greening of 
Canada’s ports and marine sector. All of these measures will support the growth of green jobs. As well, 
our $3 billion investment in natural climate solutions is expected to create about 3,500 season jobs in 
tree planting and will support a wide range of jobs that support green infrastructure solutions that will 
lead to the better management, conservation and restoration of wetlands, grasslands, agricultural 
lands, etc. 
  
Our government’s Impact Assessment Act creates better rules for considering major new projects in 
Canada, and that includes their climate change impacts. Guided by that Act, our government will en-
sure that fighting climate change is a central part of the discussion when cabinet or ministers consider 
project proposals. 
  
Specifically, the Impact Assessment Act requires decision-makers to consider the extent to which a 
project hinders, or contributes to, Canada’s ability to meet its environmental obligations and its com-
mitments in respect of climate change. 
  
The Act requires project proponents to provide detailed information about the emissions implications 
of proposed projects, which will be complemented by analysis of that information by the Impact As-
sessment Agency or lifecycle regulators. Decision-makers will be provided with analysis of project’s 
GHG emissions in the context of Canada’s emissions targets and forecasts, such as Canada’s 2030 
emissions targets and Canada’s Mid-Century Long-Term Low-Greenhouse Gas Development Strategy. 
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Green Party of Canada: YES  

The Green Party is committed to a “just transition” of workers from fossil fuel sectors into new ones. 
This will include measures such as income protection, jobs guarantees, retraining and resettlement. 
The detailed programs would be developed in partnership with workers and their unions.  

A Green government will create a just transition framework for oil, gas and coal sector workers that re-
flects the unique conditions of each province. This would be modelled on the recommendations of the 
Task Force on Just Transition for Canadian Coal Power Workers and Communities, which we would im-
plement in full.  

New Democratic Party of Canada: YES 

New Democrats believe that any climate change plan that leaves Canadian workers or regions behind 
is no plan at all. There are real solutions that invest in good jobs in all communities and rebuild local 
economies with meaningful, family-sustaining work in every part of the country, all while helping to 
make the changes we need to succeed in a low carbon future.  

An important part of our plan will include making sure that physical, digital and social infrastructure 
investments contribute to emissions reductions and benefit all regions and communities, especially 
those already experiencing the impacts of climate change, with the good, family-sustaining jobs they 
bring. We estimate that our plan will create at least 300,000 good jobs across the country in the next 
four years.  

A New Democrat government will work together with labour, employers, and the provinces and territo-
ries to find solutions for workers and communities in all impacted sectors, based on the recommenda-
tions of the Task Force on Just Transition for Canadian Coal Power Workers and Communities. New De-
mocrats will put in place dedicated employment support combining access to expanded EI benefits, re-
training and job placement services, paired with significant investments to create quality local jobs and 
support thriving communities. We will also vigorously defend pensions, so that workers can always 
count on the retirement security that they’ve earned, and make sure that workers who are close to the 
end of their careers have a bridge to a dignified retirement.  

Training for the future of work is also core to our approach, including expanded access to income sup-
ports, training and re-training for the new job market. New Democrats will set a national standard to 
ensure that Canadian employers continue to invest in training and employee development, and we’ll 
work with the provinces to focus on training for sectors with the strongest job growth, in order to en-
sure that everyone has access to the skills and knowledge that will be in demand in a low-carbon fu-
ture.  
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New Democrats will also create a framework for enshrining Community Benefits Agreements in feder-
ally funded infrastructure projects, to make sure that public money is put to its best possible use creat-
ing local economic opportunities and building support from local communities for climate goals. This 
will go hand in hand with improving apprenticeship rates for skilled trades and putting supports in 
place so that women, racialized Canadians, Indigenous peoples, and other under- represented groups 
can more easily choose careers in the trades.  

New Democrats believe in giving Canadians a stronger voice in energy decisions that impact their 
communities. We will ensure that proposed projects align with our emissions reduction targets, respect 
Indigenous rights and create good jobs here in Canada.  

We will overhaul the process for reviewing major projects to ensure adequate time for public consulta-
tion, and provide core funding to support Indigenous communities participating in these processes.  

Bloc Québécois: OUI 

Quant à la formation de la main-d’œuvre, nous demandons que les ententes fédérale- provinciales 
soient conclues très rapidement et qu’elles respectent l’autonomie des provinces en matière d’éduca-
tion et de formation. Avec de telles ententes respectueuses de la maîtrise d’œuvre des provinces, l’Al-
berta pourra cibler les travailleurs du pétrole si elle le désire alors que le Québec pourra, par exemple, 
chercher à combler les besoins de ses industries de pointe. Ottawa n’a ni la légitimité ni l’expertise 
pour imposer des normes dans ce domaine. 
  
Notons que la transition énergétique sera plus facile à vivre pour ces travailleurs de la vieille 
économie si nous favorisons le développement des industries vertes. Par exemple, dans le transport 
intelligent, alors que les voitures du métro de Montréal ont été construites à La Pocatière et que celles 
du métro de Toronto l’ont été à Sudbury, les autres provinces n’ont aucune exigence de contenu cana-
dien dans leurs investissements en transport en commun.  

Et il y a le domaine des biocarburants de deuxième génération, éthanol ou gaz issus de la valorisation 
des résidus, qui pourra gagner en importance si le gouvernement le soutient adéquatement, notam-
ment en y redirigeant le soutien qu’il verse aux combustibles fossiles.  
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Statement from the Conservative party of Canada: 

Climate change is real, and it is important for all nations, including Canada, to do their part.  That is why 
we have proposed specific measures to reduce emissions in all economic sectors.  For more details 
about these proposals, please refer to our Environment platform, which can be found at arealplan.ca. 
  
But regardless of what we do in Canada, and regardless of what targets we set for ourselves, the simple 
fact is that the world will not be able to keep warming below 2oC – let alone 1.5oC - without significant 
advancements in green technology.  No matter how much Canada reduces its own emissions, our best 
chance of making a real contribution to lowering global emissions is to become a serious contributor to 
the advancement of emissions-reducing technology.  That is why our plan includes a comprehensive 
strategy for driving research in and adoption of Canadian green technology. 
  
Our plan also highlights the importance of approaching this as a global fight.  We cannot ignore the 
global consequences of action in Canada, and that is why our plan includes support for high perform-
ing Canadian companies, and takes steps to help drive global demand for the cleanest Canadian prod-
ucts and technology.  We want to position Canada and Canadian companies as strong players in a new, 
cleaner global economy. 
  
We want Canada to be a leader.  Taking Canada down a road that impoverishes Canadians without mak-
ing a meaningful impact on global emissions is not leadership, because who will follow?  We believe 
that focusing on green technology and global actions can help us lower emissions while increasing ef-
ficiency and providing economic opportunity at a reasonable cost.  The world is looking for efficient and 
affordable solutions, and finding them is the best way for Canada to make a real difference in the fight 
against climate change. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This survey is presented to federal parties by Climate Action Network Canada on behalf of our 110 
member organizations, which represent a diverse range of First Nations and Canadian environmental, 
labour, faith, youth, health professional, international development, and social justice communities 
from coast-to-coast-to-coast. 
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