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We are thrilled that you’re interested in organizing with The Leap 

Manifesto in your classroom, school or campus. This guide will 

help you host your own events, create a Leap group on campus, 

integrate the Leap’s principles into work you are already doing, 

or spread the word about the Leap Manifesto. Check out our 

website (leapmanifesto.org/resources) for downloadable re-

sources like posters, signup sheets, “leaplets” and copies of the 

manifesto in fourteen languages, and get in touch with our team 

at contact@leapmanifesto.org with your questions or ideas 

about how to make this guide work better for other organizers 

like you! For links to all the resources mentioned here, check out 

our student guide online at: http://bit.ly/StudentsfortheLeap 

- Bianca & Jody, The Leap Manifesto

This student guide is co-sponsored by the Canadian Federation of Students.  

The Canadian Federation of Students is Canada's oldest and largest student 

organization, representing over 650,000 students from coast to coast. Since 1981, 

the Federation has served as a progressive voice for students, advocating for a high-

quality, universal, public system of post-secondary education. As a signatory of the 

Leap Manifesto, the Federation is committed to both tuition-free colleges, universities 

and trades schools, and a carbon-free future for Canada. To become more involved in 

your national student movement, email campaigns@cfs-fcee.ca

https://leapmanifesto.org/en/resources/
https://leapmanifesto.org/en/resources/
mailto:contact%40leapmanifesto.org?subject=
http://bit.ly/StudentsfortheLeap
mailto:campaigns@cfs-fcee.ca


In the past several years, youth and students have 
risen to the forefront of global movements for justice. 

From hundreds of fossil fuel divestment campaigns around the world, to 

the Canadian Federation of Students’ cross-country movement for free 

education, to a 24 hour high school students’ sit-in in support of the Leap 

Manifesto in B.C., youth are rising up, leading the way, and showing that 

their voices will not be silenced. Will you join other students in fighting 

for a justice-based transition to a renewable economy?

The Leap Manifesto was created by a gathering of climate, labour, 

Indigenous, student, and food justice leaders across Canada and based 

around the idea that the real solutions to the climate crisis are also our 

last best hope of building a more stable and equitable economic system, 

one that is based on caring for each other and the planet.

Environmental and food justice organizations, organizations fighting for 

accessible education, or workers’ rights on campus, faith groups, artists, 

scientists, journalists, organizations representing Indigenous, racialized, 

LGBTQ+, disabled, or undocumented students: these are all groups that 

already have a stake in the fight for justice at your school.

What we have learned, over a year after launching the Leap Manifesto, 

is that we are more powerful when we stand together. In this spirit, we 

hope that you will use the manifesto to break down silos between groups 
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fighting for social and environmental justice on your campus and forge 
new, mutually supportive coalitions around common goals. 

As students, you are uniquely positioned to access a wide variety of 
institutional resources: funding, relationships with influential policy-makers, 
social media attention, energy, creativity. We will need all of these things 
in the struggles to come, but most importantly, we will need you.
All your lives, governments have been defined by their inaction on the 
crises of climate change and racial, gender, and economic inequality. It is 
in your hands to show them what true leadership looks like, and to build 
the world you want for future generations.

Thank you for dreaming with us, and good luck in all the work that lies ahead.

—The Leap Manifesto organizing team

http://gofossilfree.org/
http://action.cfs-fcee.ca/
http://action.cfs-fcee.ca/
https://theleapblog.org/from-sit-ins-to-songs-to-socials/
https://leapmanifesto.org/en/the-leap-manifesto/
https://theleapblog.org/the-leap-manifesto-one-year-later/


The 15 Demands

The Leap is an organization founded to upend our col-
lective response to the crises of climate, inequality, 
and racism. 

We exist to support, strengthen and connect movements and people on 
the frontlines of change. The Leap is a global project, inspired by the vision 
of The Leap Manifesto, and led by the same team that helped launch the 
manifesto.

The Leap Manifesto contains 15 demands to drive a justice-based 
transition to a renewable-energy economy in Canada (you can see them 
on the proceeding pages or on our website). In naming some of the changes 
we need to see as this country moves forward, we recognize the history 
of violence and inequality that has shaped Canada as we know it today. 

Above right: 

David Suzuki, Melina Laboucan-Massimo, and other movement leaders at the launch 

of the Leap Manifesto in Toronto on September 15, 2015.  Photograph: Mark Blinch.
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What is the Leap?

the leap must begin by respecting the inherent rights 
and title of the original caretakers of this land, starting 
by fully implementing the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

the latest research shows we could get 100% of our 
electricity from renewable resources within two de-
cades; by 2050 we could have a 100% clean economy. 
We demand that this shift begin now.

no new infrastructure projects that lock us into 
increased extraction decades into the future. The new 
iron law of energy development must be: if you wouldn’t 
want it in your backyard, then it doesn’t belong in any-
one’s backyard.

 the time for energy democracy has come: wherever 
possible, communities should collectively control new 
clean energy systems. Indigenous Peoples and others 
on the frontlines of polluting industrial activity should 
be first to receive public support for their own clean 
energy projects.
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https://leapmanifesto.org/en/sign-the-manifesto/


we want a universal program to build and retrofit 
energy efficient housing, ensuring that the lowest 
income communities will benefit first.

 
we want high-speed rail powered by just renewables 
and affordable public transit to unite every communi-
ty in this country – in place of more cars, pipelines and 
exploding trains that endanger and divide us.

 
we want training and resources for workers in 
carbon-intensive jobs, ensuring they are fully able to 
participate in the clean energy economy.

 
we need to invest in our decaying public infrastruc-
ture so that it can withstand increasingly frequent 
extreme weather events.

 
we must develop a more localized and ecologically- 
based agricultural system to reduce reliance on fossil 
fuels, absorb shocks in the global supply–and produce 
healthier and more affordable food for everyone.

 
we call for an end to all trade deals that interfere 
with our attempts to rebuild local economies, regulate 
corporations and stop damaging extractive projects.

we demand immigration status and full protection 
for all workers. Canadians can begin to rebalance the 
scales of climate justice by welcoming refugees and 
migrants seeking safety and a better life.

we must expand those sectors that are already 
low-carbon: caregiving, teaching, social work, the 
arts and public-interest media. A national childcare 
program is long past due.

since so much of the labour of caretaking – whether 
of people or the planet – is currently unpaid and often 
performed by women, we call for a vigorous debate 
about the introduction of a universal basic annual 
income.

we declare that “austerity” is a fossilized form of 
thinking that has become a threat to life on earth. The 
money we need to pay for this great transformation is 
available — we just need the right policies to release 
it. An end to fossil fuel subsidies. Financial trans-
action taxes. Increased resource royalties. Higher 
income taxes on corporations and wealthy people. A 
progressive carbon tax. Cuts to military spending.

we must work swiftly towards a system in which 
every vote counts and corporate money is removed 
from political campaigns.
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Events bring people together, spark debate, and build 
momentum for the kind of cultural shift that will make 
system change seem not just possible, but inevitable.
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Holding an Event

Leap-inspired events can take many forms, from book clubs and discussion 
groups, to speakers and panel discussions, to concerts, movie screenings, 
and art shows. We can’t wait to see what you come up with! Whatever 
you’re thinking of, the event planning and discussion guide created by the 
Leap Manifesto team is a good place to start.Here is a short checklist to 
get you thinking about the basics of event planning:

→ OUTREACH AND PROMOTION

Do you have materials like posters, flyers, stickers, and social media 
graphics to spread the word about your event? 

→ COORDINATION WITH OTHER GROUPS

Do you have relationships with other groups on campus who can help 
promote your event and invite their own members to attend? Can you 
co-host or collaborate closely with another group?

→ ACCESSIBILITY AS A PRIORITY, NOT AN AFTERTHOUGHT—AS MUCH AS 
YOU’RE ABLE TO OFFER?

Will your event be physically accessible? Scent-free? Will there be access 
to gender-neutral washrooms? ASL interpretation? Child-care for those 
who need it? An important read: Be the Change: Six Disabled Activists On 
Why the Resistance Must Be Accessible.

→ REACHING OUT TO THE LEAP MANIFESTO TEAM 

Let us know about your event, and whether you need materials like Leaplets 
or stickers! Will you have photos, or do a write-up afterwards?  We’d love 
to help you with promotion, and have access to anything we can re-post 
to social media or our website. 

→ SETTING GOALS

How will you know if your event was a success? Do you want a certain 
number of people to attend? Will you ask people to become members of 
your group? How will you collect contact information? Are you trying to 
kick-off a campaign?

https://leapmanifesto.org/event/saskatoon-sk-meeting-3-climate-solutions-book-club-after-the-sands/?instance_id=406
https://leapmanifesto.org/event/toronto-on-leap-manifesto-discussion-group/?instance_id=409
https://leapmanifesto.org/event/toronto-on-leap-manifesto-discussion-group/?instance_id=409
https://leapmanifesto.org/event/peterborough-on-leap-event-with-avi-lewis/?instance_id=376
https://leapmanifesto.org/event/hamilton-on-12th-annual-spirit-of-red-hill-valley-lecture-presents-the-leap-manifesto/?instance_id=397
https://leapmanifesto.org/event/toronto-on-rock-against-the-tpp/?instance_id=407
https://leapmanifesto.org/event/toronto-on-member-screening-to-the-ends-of-the-earth/?instance_id=393
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WHlEVXGBZOkyNL118HPZSYHWIkVeD2hvr-WYF8NNJqI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.autostraddle.com/be-the-change-six-disabled-activists-on-why-the-resistance-must-be-accessible-368956/
https://www.autostraddle.com/be-the-change-six-disabled-activists-on-why-the-resistance-must-be-accessible-368956/


Maybe you’ve built momentum by organizing a few Leap 
events, or you’ve gotten a group of passionate and ded-
icated people together, and you’re ready to start a Leap 
chapter at your school. If so, you’re in great company! 

Incredible volunteer organizers have launched regional groups all across 
Canada, from Leap Peterborough and Leap Victoria to the first student-led 
groups, Leap U of T and Leap Université d'Ottawa / University of Ottawa. 

There are many activities a Leap group could focus on, including education 
and awareness; doing outreach and building a base of supporters (which 
should be ongoing no matter what else you’re taking on); taking action 
and running campaigns; and convening other organizations on campus.

For a complete list of existing groups, see  
https://leapmanifesto.org/en/existing-leap-groups/. 
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http://ptboleap.forourgrandchildren.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/LEAP-Victoria-1559737870995183/
https://www.facebook.com/leapUofT/
https://www.facebook.com/uOttawaLeap/
https://leapmanifesto.org/en/existing-leap-groups/


A 5-step Plan
Here is a simple 5-step guide to starting your own Leap group. Keep in mind 
that you’ll probably have to add some of your own, and change the order of 
these steps to make it work for you and your team!

1. BUILDING A TEAM

Strong relationships and an awesome team are the very foundation of 
great organizing. Connect individually with friends and other activists on 
campus to talk to them about getting involved. But in addition to reaching 
out to the people you already know, be intentional about who hasn’t been 
included, and who you’ve never worked with. Who do you want to make 
space for in your organizing, and how can you make that space?

Your core organizing team is starting to form, and now it’s time for your first 
meeting! Here are some resources on how to run meetings in an inclusive, 
anti-oppressive (and fun!) way:

• Training for Change offers tools for facilitating meetings & trainings
• Anti-oppressive facilitation: Making meetings awesome for 
everyone with AORTA

At some point, you will also be making some important decisions together. 
There are lots of resources on how to come up with decision-making 
processes that are inclusive, transparent, and energizing. Here are a 
couple to get started: 

• Consensus is a means not an end, by Harsha Walia in the Beautiful 
Trouble Toolbox
• Resources for meeting facilitators from 350.org

2. DOING OUTREACH AND BUILDING SUPPORT

It’s crucially important to get people talking about your organization’s 
work and start galvanizing support that really moves the needle -- from 
students, faculty, alumni, staff, and community members, to members 
of your school’s administration. Some ideas include: running a petition; 
hosting a film screening; inviting speakers for debates or panel discussions; 
writing for campus publications; building an online social media presence; 
developing short presentations that members of your group can give at 
the start of lectures or that sympathetic professors can send out; and 
having a creative action that generates student support and puts pressure 
on the administration. 

3. POLITICAL EDUCATION

A lot of the work of deepening the political analysis of other students (and 
also yourselves, as members of the core organizing team!) will overlap with 
the work you’ll be doing to build public support, from screening movies to 
holding discussion groups to offering workshops for other orgs. There are 
also great opportunities to collaborate with other social justice groups on 
campus -- for example, you can work together to develop teach-ins that 
highlight how your issues intersect and are connected with each other, or 
invite a representative from that group to speak during one of your meetings. 
Check out our readings and resources section for some great materials to 
use for both internal and external political education!

4. CONNECTING WITH OTHER GROUPS

As a Leap group, one of your roles is hopefully going to be convening groups 
on campus and making connections across issues. How are you going to 
build accountability with others through working collaboratively together, 
both as individuals and as a group? How can you get members of other 
groups to be present at your events? Sharing resources (like space, money, 
people power), improving channels of communication, and attending others’ 
events are some ways to start showing up for other groups.

5. TAKING ACTION

At some point, you will want to take all the hard work you’ve put into building 
relationships, strengthening your team, amassing campus support, and 
educating people about the issues, and turn it into action. Without a 
commitment to organizing and a plan to win, you’re not going to be able to 
make the changes on campus that you want to see. Building power through 
a targeted campaign can include tactics from organizing protests and sit-
ins to doing art, communications, and campus outreach. 

There is too much to include here in this guide, but you can check out some 
of the other guides listed at the back for more resources on organizing 
and taking action!

http://www.trainingforchange.org/tools/facilitation
http://aorta.coop/sites/default/files/ao_facilitation_resource_sheet_july_2014.pdf
http://aorta.coop/sites/default/files/ao_facilitation_resource_sheet_july_2014.pdf
http://beautifultrouble.org/principle/consensus-is-a-means-not-an-end/
https://trainings.350.org/for/meeting-facilitators/


If you are already part of a social justice organization on 
campus, you can integrate a Leap-like spirit into your 
work without being in a specific Leap group or using 
the “Leap” label. 

How can you come together with other student groups to build a shared 
stake around the changes you are fighting for on campus and in the world? 
Some of the most important work you can do is to convene those groups 
and forge strong, reciprocal relationships, working together in coalition to 
define common goals -- both individually and organizationally. 

There are many benefits to maintaining a coalition across issues, when 
you are committed to showing up for one another. Each group that is part 
of the coalition grows its capacity to mobilize a large number of people at 
key campaign moments. In addition, examining how different issues relate 
to each other exposes the roots of injustice and provides clarity on the 
solutions that are needed for positive change. Building power together 
is a winning strategy -- it means you can win fights that no group would 
have won on its own. 

A resource on building coalition: The Solidarity Organizing Toolkit: Using 
Student Power to Work for Climate Justice

5
Integrating the Leap into  
Your Organization's Work

6
Spreading the Word

There are many ways to support the Leap Manifesto.

If you do not want to organize events or start your own Leap group, and 
if you are not part of an existing organization that wants to integrate the 
principles of the manifesto into its work, we always need more people 
spreading the word. Here are five easy ways you can help us do that.:

1. Gather individual signatures for the Leap Manifesto using our 
sign-up sheets -- signing the manifesto is the fastest way to get 
on our mailing list keep in touch with Leap updates..

2. Write op-eds for campus media and local papers

3.  Share our posts and infographics on social media:  
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram!

4. Print and distribute Leap posters and Leaplets

5. Have your student association formally endorse the Leap 
Manifesto, by emailing contact@leapmanifesto.org expressing 
their interest in endorsing

https://divestnationalnetwork.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/the-solidarity-organizing-toolkit.pdf
https://leapmanifesto.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Leap-Manifesto-Sign-Up-Sheet.pdf
https://leapmanifesto.org/en/resources/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLeapManifesto/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/LeapManifesto
https://www.instagram.com/letsleap/
https://leapmanifesto.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/leafletE-05-10.pdf
mailto:contact@leapmanifesto.org
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THE LEAP TEAM 

We are so grateful for all the work you are doing, and want to support in 
any way we can. That being said, we are a very small team, so bear with 
us! Here’s what you can expect from us.

• Downloadable Leaplets, copies of the Manifesto, posters, memes
• Promotion: let us know about your work! Email us at contact@
leapmanifesto.org so we can promote it to our networks and over 
social media 

THE CANADIAN FEDERATION OF STUDENTS

Join the fight for a leap to free tuition! You can contact the Canadian 
Federation of Students at campaigns@cfs-fcee.ca or 613-232-7394 
for materials and support for integrating Fight the Fees campaigning 
into your work.

SOCIAL MEDIA TOOLKIT

Canva -- a tool that allows you to easily create your own graphics for 
posters, blogs, social media posts and everything in between, working 
from a set of pre-made templates and designs.
Green Memes’ Online Organizing Guide—a handbook for organizers looking 
to use social media more effectively.

READINGS AND MORE ORGANIZING GUIDES

These are some readings and guides that we like, but we’re sure we’ve 
missed some important resources -- please tell us if you find anything 
that’s been helpful to you as a student organizer, that you think should 
be in this guide!

Tuition Fee Hikes Don’t Add Up, a guide from the Canadian Federation 
of Students on how to use financial information as a tool in organizing 
against tuition fee hikes.

Fossil Free Campus Guide to Fossil Fuel Divestment, which includes tips 
on running campaigns, escalating pressure on your administration, getting 
media attention, and more

Jemez Principles for Democratic Organizing

Fossil Fuel Divestment Student Network’s collection of resources for 
trainings and organizing

Beautiful Trouble: A Toolbox for Revolution, a collection of tactics, theories, 
organizing practices, and case studies

Organizing Cools the Planet: Tools and Reflections to Navigate the Climate 
Crisis, a booklet by Hilary Moore and Joshua Kahn Russell that covers 
topics like defining climate justice, care and transformative practices, 
and social movement strategy

Ruckus Society offers resources on action planning, security culture, 
and creative direct actions

Movement Generation’s Strategic Framework for a Just Transition Zine

praxis makes perfect -- Joshua Kahn Russell’s blog offers a comprehensive 
list of tools for strategy, (social) media, facilitation, organizing, outreach, 
fundraising, and more, plus recommended readings on race, class, gender, 
climate, and power. 

https://leapmanifesto.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/leafletE-05-10.pdf
https://leapmanifesto.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Manifesto-en.pdf
https://leapmanifesto.org/en/resources/
https://leapmanifesto.org/en/resources/
contact@leapmanifesto.org
contact@leapmanifesto.org
campaigns@cfs-fcee.ca
http://cfsontario.ca/campaigns/fight-the-fees/
https://www.canva.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Byp7zeO78SYAeDh0eUdzYk1zdWJuU2E2Tzl6QnJObGpTTF9r/edit
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/io81pakwh5zc62z/AACNuPxp5-%20qMTpnnAGznVsW3a?dl=0
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.350.org/images/350_FossilFreeBooklet_LO4.pdf
http://www.ejnet.org/ej/jemez.pdf
http://www.studentsdivest.org/trainingresources
http://beautifultrouble.org/all-modules/
http://www.climateaccess.org/sites/default/files/Moore%20and%20Russell_Organizing%20Cools%20the%20Planet.pdf
http://www.climateaccess.org/sites/default/files/Moore%20and%20Russell_Organizing%20Cools%20the%20Planet.pdf
http://ruckus.org/
http://movementgeneration.org/justtransition/
https://joshuakahnrussell.wordpress.com/resources-for-activists-and-organizers/


Let us know if you’re starting a group, holding an event, 
integrating the Leap into your organization, or spreading 
the word about the manifesto. We want to hear about 
your work and stay in touch.

Ways to reach us:

1  Sign the manifesto to receive regular updates from our mailing list

2. Email us at contact@leapmanifesto.org 

3. Like us on Facebook

4. Follow us on Twitter

5. Follow us on Instagram

Have ideas to improve this guide? Email us at contact@leapmanifesto.org.
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https://leapmanifesto.org/en/sign-the-manifesto/
contact@leapmanifesto.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheLeapManifesto/
https://twitter.com/LeapManifesto
https://www.instagram.com/letsleap/
contact@leapmanifesto.org
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