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This is an 
emergency. 
Act Like it.
According to the world’s best scientists, we have less than a decade to 
tackle the climate emergency. Yet, despite lofty promises from Justin 
Trudeau, Canada’s emissions continue to rise. If we continue on this 
track, we’ll lock in devastating wildfires, more extreme weather, costly 
economic impacts and much worse. We’re in a climate emergency but 
our government continues to act as if we have decades to solve this 
problem. With an election on the horizon, it’s clear that we can’t 
afford four more years of this approach. 

So what do we do about it?

To answer that, we have to understand another 
big problem. Despite failing to reduce emissions, 
presenting a climate plan that is half as ambitious as 
science demands, failing to deliver a promised Just 
Transition Act, and falling short on environmental 
justice and Indigenous rights, 71% of Canadians1 
believe that the Trudeau government is either “good” 
or “acceptable” when it comes to climate action. In 
other words, we need to overcome the perception that 
Trudeau is doing enough to tackle this crisis. 

We need more than a policy shift. We need a 
massive political shift.
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That political shift can only come through an unprecedented Climate 
Emergency Alliance between the NDP and the Green Party. In this 
Alliance, both parties would come together under the promise to do 
anything and everything to tackle the climate emergency at the pace 
and scale that science and justice demand. Not only would they work 
across party lines in Parliament, they would work together during the 
election to elect as many climate champions as possible. 

In ridings where one party has a chance of winning and the other is 
sitting in third or fourth place, that means the trailing candidate would 
stand down and throw their support behind the other, all under the 
banner of the Climate Emergency Alliance. In ridings where the NDP 
and Green candidates are running first and second, the race could be a 
sort of Climate Primary where the parties run vigorous campaigns that 
challenge each other to be bolder on climate action.

This would achieve two things that are critical to bringing Canada’s 
climate ambition in line with the scale of the crisis: 

A Climate Emergency Alliance would shine a light on the scale 
of the climate crisis – and Justin Trudeau’s failure to meet it. 

An unprecedented, historic alliance would be among the most 
discussed political issues of the day, forcing Trudeau’s lack of 
action on climate into the spotlight. 

Imagine an election debate where the 
moderator asks about climate change 
and the NDP and Green leaders are 
united on national TV declaring three 
simple things – we’re in a climate 
emergency, Justin Trudeau isn’t 
doing enough to tackle the crisis 
and our two parties have formed a 
historic alliance to deliver the 
action that both people and our 
planet need to survive.
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A Climate Emergency Alliance will elect more climate 
champions who can work together to pass bold legislation. 

Under our broken first-past-the-post voting system, climate delayers 
and deniers get elected in ridings where most people want bold climate 
action. By unifying the climate vote behind strong climate champions, 
this Alliance helps elect enough leaders to pass the kind of legislation 
we need. 

Without a Climate Emergency Alliance, the NDP and Greens only 
have a chance of winning a combined 23 to 39 seats.2 With a Climate 
Emergency Alliance, the NDP and Greens would hold onto their 27 
collective seats, and be competitive in another 81 seats for a total of 
108 seats with a margin where a climate champion from either party 
could win.3 

We can’t afford to wait for Justin Trudeau to start governing like we’re 
in a climate emergency. Nor can we wait several years for the NDP or 
the Green Party to build enough power to form government. Under our 
broken voting system, a Climate Emergency Alliance is our best option.
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The will of 
the people
In 2019, the climate crisis was the top election issue for voters all across 
Canada. And while COVID-19 has dominated our lives – and headlines 
– for the past year, climate still remains one of the top three election 
issues.4 In most cases, tackling climate change is the most important 

issue for voters after vaccinations and public health. 
On top of this, polls regularly show that more than 
three quarters of the country supports climate 
action, and a large majority backs more ambitious 
action than what our government has done. 

Recent elections have shown that most voters in 
Canada don’t have fixed partisan affiliations and 
make a decision based on a mix of policy, local 
candidates and a party’s chance of winning.5 This is 
especially true of left-leaning voters, youth and other 
voter groups who rank climate change as a top 
concern, evidenced by these voting blocs’ shifts 
between the Liberals, NDP and Green parties over 
the last three elections.  

Results from the last election bolster the idea that there could be an 
openness to a Climate Emergency Alliance among these voters. In 
2019, 45% of Liberal voters considered voting NDP and 29% considered 
voting Green.6 Add that to climate change being considered a top 
election issue and it’s clear that a large portion of the electorate would 
likely be willing to vote NDP or Green if those parties were to present 
both the best climate plan and a clear case for how they can win seats. 
With a Climate Emergency Alliance, they could do just that. 
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350 Canada’s model for how a Climate Emergency Alliance could work 
takes this analysis a step further by incorporating averages of second 
choice voting and a climate swing based on riding-level climate change 
polling.7 The model shows there is huge potential for both the NDP 
and Greens to pick up votes, but only if they both work together and 
deliver a climate plan that demonstrates how the Trudeau government is 
falling short. 

This idea is also popular with supporters of both parties. When 350 
Canada tested it with climate-concerned voters — a mix of Green, 
NDP and Liberal supporters —  more than 93% of respondents either 
“agreed” or “strongly agreed” that the NDP and the Green Party 
should work together to tackle the climate emergency.8

“I am strongly committed to the NDP, 
but I would definitely vote Green if 
that could increase the NDP/Green 
presence in government.”

— Gordon, Toronto

“I have been Green for two decades, 
but had to strategically vote for others 
several times, which I hate. An alliance  
is a great idea!”

— Robin, Vancouver

“I fear for my grandchildren! I hope 
the two parties can find a way to work 
together and make the changes we 
need so desperately.”

— Marilyn, Moncton 

“I have always wondered why we are 
dividing our energies between two 
parties that have more in common 
than not.”

— Sam, Victoria
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A fighting 
chance
Forging this Alliance won’t be easy. While some NDP MPs and most 
NDP voters understand the scale of the climate emergency and act 
accordingly, the party as a whole hasn’t always shown the ambition 
we need to see. Climate advocates are right to question the cozy 
relationships between some fossil fuel companies and provincial 
NDP leaders like Rachel Notley and John Horgan.9 There is also 
understandable wariness towards a party whose leader and top 
advisors have failed to champion this issue in a serious way. But while 
these concerns are valid, they can all be overcome in the forging of a 
Climate Emergency Alliance. 350 Canada’s research clearly shows that 
the NDP’s failure to embrace bold climate action is costing the party 
seats and votes. And, the rise of prominent voices within the party 
caucus who are championing this kind of action is a sign that the party 
can shift.
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There are also some understandable concerns about the Greens. 
In the past, the Green Party has embraced climate action without 
understanding that tackling the climate crisis requires tackling 
inequality and injustice. Pushing centrist ideas has hurt them with 
progressives and limited their vision of climate action, falling short 
of the kind of society-wide mobilization that is needed to tackle this 
crisis. Add to this that the party, despite increasing its support over the 
years, has failed to win enough political power to deliver on its climate 
promises. In other words, the Greens have often had the best climate 
policy ideas but those ideas have been pushed to the sidelines because 
they can’t win enough seats to put them on the agenda. The Greens are 
unlikely to be a party that can govern on their own. But, as Green parties 
have shown in other parts of the world, they are able to shape policy by 
working with other progressive parties. 

It’s simple. The Liberal Party has shown an unwillingness to deliver the 
ambitious climate action we need. Neither the NDP nor the Green 
Party can deliver on climate alone. But, together, the NDP and Greens 
can forge a Climate Emergency Alliance that will transform the 
conversation about the scale of climate action we need in Canada. 
Through an alliance, they can elect enough 
climate champions to give us a chance and in 
doing so, increase each party’s seat count and 
vote share.

The truth is that both parties agree on more 
than they disagree. During the 2019 election, 
the Green Party’s climate plan10 had stronger 
climate targets than the NDP’s, but the NDP’s 
platform11 included social policies that would 
be needed to enact a Green New Deal. 
Putting their plans together, and pulling 
the best from both, would produce a game-
changing climate platform that would deliver 
the action we need and appeal to 
millions of voters across the country.
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And, since 2019, the parties have only gotten closer together. Both 
parties have called for similar amendments to Bill C-12, Justin Trudeau’s 
Climate Change Accountability Act. They’ve both supported versions 
of a universal basic income, pharmacare and other important social 
programs. Both parties have also opposed the Trans Mountain pipeline. 
In fact, then-NDP MP Kennedy Stewart and Green MP Elizabeth May 
were arrested in 2018 while opposing the pipeline, standing literally side 
by side. 

The truth is, the NDP and Greens vote together in the House of 
Commons far more often than not. Most recently, both parties voted 
in favour of MP Leah Gazan’s Bill C-232, the Climate Emergency Action 
Act.12 

There are, no doubt, partisan reasons to oppose this Alliance. But with 
climate scientists giving us less than ten years to avert complete climate 
catastrophe, we can’t afford to let partisanship rule the day. We need 
politicians to put people and the planet first.
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The numbers
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31 competitive seats without
a Climate Emergency Alliance
Average based on CBC poll tracker (available here)

108 competitive seats with
a Climate Emergency Alliance
Based on the Climate Emergency Alliance model 
(available here)

The numbers are clear. A Climate Emergency Alliance makes sense.

Without an alliance, we are much less likely to elect climate champions, 
and without those champions in the House of Commons, our chances 
of passing bold climate legislation fall off the cliff. Let’s look at how a 
Climate Emergency Alliance would play out in a couple of key ridings.

https://climatealliance.ca/
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/elections/poll-tracker/canada/
https://climatealliance.ca/data


RIDING IN FOCUS

Burnaby-North Seymour
Hugging the north and south shores of Burrard Inlet, Burnaby-North 
Seymour is exactly the kind of riding that should be represented by a 
climate champion. The riding has some of the highest support for 
climate action in the country, is home to Simon Fraser University and is 
where the Trans Mountain pipeline would meet the ocean. 

For years, thousands of local residents have opposed the pipeline and 
yet, in the last two elections, Liberal backbencher Terry Beech managed 
to eke out wins, taking the riding by less than 1,500 votes in 2019. 
Without a Climate Emergency Alliance, it’s likely that Beech can continue 
that streak, narrowly holding onto the seat. But with the Alliance, the 
NDP could take the riding with a handy margin.  

Flipping this riding would lose the Liberals not just a seat, but a 
symbol of public acceptance of their purchase of the Trans Mountain 
pipeline. 
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RIDING IN FOCUS

Kitchener Centre
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In 2019, a teenager named Elizabeth Rose wrote to her recently 
elected MP for Kitchener Center, Liberal Raj Saini, explaining that 
unless he took serious climate action, she wouldn’t be able to celebrate 
her 75th birthday. That letter helped push the Liberals toward voting 
to declare a climate emergency in Canada, one day before they turned 
around and bought the Trans Mountain pipeline. 

That move and their actions since show just how much the Liberals have 
failed to deliver emergency-level climate action. And now Kitchener 
Center represents one of the Green Party’s best chances to pick 
up a seat in Ontario and send the Liberals a message that their half 
measures aren’t good enough. 

Apart from receiving Elizabeth 
Rose’s letter, Raj Saini doesn’t have 
much of a climate record. Another 
Liberal backbencher who seems 
content with Trudeau’s inaction, 
Saini is likely to do little to push the 
Liberals to increase their climate 
ambition. But with the Alliance, the 
riding could elect the first Green MP 
in Ontario and send a clear message 
that voters want to see a real, 
emergency-level response to the 
climate crisis. 
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Conclusion
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With the climate crisis on our doorsteps, we need to rally behind big, 
bold ideas like a Climate Emergency Alliance. 

Justin Trudeau has had six years to act like we’re in an emergency, but 
his policies and actions will take decades to have an impact. We can’t 
afford four more years of this approach. Nor can we afford to wait for 
the Greens or NDP to build enough power to govern. 

Without a Climate Emergency Alliance, we will be trapped in a choice 
between climate delay and denial that is preventing us from acting at 
the scale this crisis demands. But if the NDP and Greens can overcome 
toxic partisanship, we can shine a light on Trudeau’s inaction and elect 
more climate champions who can work together to deliver for people 
and the planet. 

For more information or to get involved in the campaign for a 
Climate Emergency Alliance visit ClimateAlliance.ca 

https://climatealliance.ca/
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